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Every little new flat helps - Tesco

SUPERMARKET giant Tesc o isto unveil plans t o build a new store and homes.

The proposal s could see th e curre nt Old Kent Road store flattened and reb uilt larger with block s of
flats towerin g above it.

In total, the devel opment could provide 320 new ho mes.

North Southwark and Bermondsey MP Simon Hughes said he welc omed the plans in princi ple.

"This idea was one of my key proposals when | ranfor London Mayor," he said. "It seems Tesc o have
taken that on boar d.

"It make s sens e for supe rmarket s - that are usually single storey - to use space be tter."

The plans also include parking belo w groun d for shoppers and reside nts, a restaura nt and leisur e
facilities.

Mr Hughes adde d: "If this provides mor e homes in central London th at are affordab le and for key
workers th at can only be a good thing.

"We ne ed to look a t different ways in which t o provid e homes an d this could be an answe r."

James Wiggam, Tesco's corpor ate affairs manage r, said the plans t o provid e housing were not a
sweetene r to get a larger store approve d by council lors.

"This i s not a handshake bet ween us and the counci | where we give something to getwhat we
want,"he said.

"This i s proof of our commitment to the community. There is a need for housin g and we can help.
"The n ew store in Ol d Kent Road would provid e a better shoppi ng environment for our customers with
extende d ranges - something the y have bee n telling us they wantfor some time.

"It is an exciting project becaus e it give s us th e chanc e to be involve d in the redevelo pment of the Old
Kent Road area."

Tescoi s also set to start work on a new store in Streatham. Work on the £65million Streatham hub
projec t - which include s redevel opment of the ice rink and swimming pool - will begin nex t June.

The plans for the Old Kent Road store will be on show at th e supe rmarke t on the weeken d of October
15and 16.



